THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
by this native vehicle from place to place. A little sugges-
tion, perhaps, that I hadn't come so very close to the Indian
people when flying in 4an airplane! Gandhi when so
travelling, would certainly have gone in the bullock cart,
but for years he chose to walk. For since the majority of
the Indian people always walked, sometimes hundreds of
miles when they journeyed from one place to another, so
also did Gandhi choose to walk, a kind of a pilgrim into
the hearts of his people, living their lives and cherishing
their destiny.
Another thing that Gandhi did in his great campaign
for freedom! He taught his people for the first time the
secret of personal dignity and self-respect. For nearly two
hundred years the Indian people had lived subject to the
alien rule of the British Empire. They had become as
slavish and subservient in spirit as they were subject under
the operation of British law. They bowed obsequiously
before the westerner, daring not even to say or to show that
perhaps their souls might still remain their own* And then
Gandhi came along, dowered first of all with his own
supreme sense of dignity and his belief in the inte-
grity of his people, and conveyed to the unlettered and
illiterate millions of the fellow-countrymen, that same sense
of dignity and honour, of power and right, that lived within
himself. It was under the influence of the Mahatma that
the Indians raised themselves from out the dust, dared for
the first time to stand erect and look an Englishman straight
in the face. When, after years of teaching and of discipline,
he thus lifted up the people from debasement.and subjec-
tion, and had taught to them the dignity and honour of
their own manhood, he knew that his fight was won. For
once self-respect was achieved within the masses,, their
power was of course supreme.                      *
In the third place, Gandhi organized the Indian people
unashamedly around his own personality. For years Gandhi
spent most of his time just travelling from village to village
throughout all the vast area of continental India. When